
Certainty -Uncertainty





Asking for Certainty:

 Are you sure?

 Are you sure about it?

 Are you certain about it?

 Do you think it is true?

 Do you think so?

 How sure are you?

Expressing certainly – Certainty refers to the state of being sure about whether something has or 

never happened. Below, some of the most common expressions in English that you can use to:

•Ask for certainty

•Express certainty

•Express uncertainty



Expressing Certainty:

 Yes, I am certain.

 I’m a hundred percent certain …

 I’m absolutely sure.

 I have no doubt about it.

 I’m sure about it.

 I don’t think there can be any doubt about ….

 Of course.

 I’m positive.

 I’m quite sure about it.

 I’m no doubt about it.

 I’m absolutely certain that…

Expressing Uncertainty:

 I’m not sure about it.

 I doubt it.

 I’m not really sure about…

 I don’t know for sure…

 It’s very unlikely.

 I have my own doubts.

 I don’t think so.

 I don’t believe this is true.

 There’s some doubt in my mind that …

 I’m not a hundred percent sure.

 I don’t know yet.



Adverbs To Express Certainty

•Definitely

•Certainly

•Undoubtedly

•Absolutely

Adverbs To Express Uncertainty

•Uncertainly

•Doubtfully

•Probably

•Possibly

•Likely









Modal verbs and adverbs



Modal verbs

Modal verbs help us to say how likely something is to 

happen.

whereas:

‘I might go bowling on Saturday’

shows that the speaker is uncertain

‘I will go bowling on Saturday’

shows that the speaker is more definite.



Using modal verbs

Modal adverbs can be used to emphasise how certain or 

uncertain we are.

• I might go bowling this Saturday.

I might possibly go bowling on Saturday.

• I will go bowling this Saturday.

I will definitely go bowling on Saturday.



How certain?

Where would you place the modal verbs and adverbs on a 

‘certainty’ line?

Low 

certainty

High 

certainty

definitely 

(adv)

will 

(v) 

possibly 

(adv)

certainly 

(adv)

must 

(v)

may 

(v)

could 

(v) 

probably 

(adv)



How certain? Answers

You might find that your answers are in slightly different 

places on the scale, rather than being grouped together.

Low 

certainty

High 

certainty

definitely 

(adv)

will 

(v) 

certainly 

(adv)

must 

(v)

possibly 

(adv)

may 

(v)

could 

(v) 

probably 

(adv)



Sentence construction

Modal verbs are placed after the subject in a sentence. 

They are placed first in a verb phrase and then followed 

by the main verb.

For example:

• The budgie might want some seed.

subject modal verb main verb



Modal verbs and adverbs in sentences

Identify the modal verbs and adverbs in the following 

sentences.

• My brother will come to dinner tomorrow.

• The house could do with redecorating.

• John should get a job.

• It will be difficult for me to be there.

• It will rain occasionally tomorrow.

• I definitely know the answer.

• Tim will probably be late. 

• The train will possibly be on time.



Modal verbs and adverbs in sentences. Answers

• My brother will come to dinner tomorrow.

• The house could do with redecorating.

• John should get a job.

• It will be difficult for me to be there.

• It will rain occasionally tomorrow.

• I definitely know the answer.

• Tim will probably be late. 

• The train will possibly be on time.































Examples Of Expressing Certainty And Uncertainty In English

•A: Do you think the UN will find a solution to the current conflicts in the Middle East?

•B: Based on what is happening now, I’m not really sure about that

•A: I hope my friend will pass the test.

•B: He will certainly do.

•A: Are you sure that our team will win the game today?

•B: I’m convinced that we will win after the hard work they went through.



......................................she will come tomorrow?

I'm not sure

you are sure

do you think
































